
Urdu    

 اردو
Spoken in: India, Pakistan and 19 other countries. 

Total speakers: 104 Million 

Genetic Classification: Indo-European Indo-Iranian Indo-Aryan Central Zone Western Hindi 
Hindustani Urdu 

Official language of: India, Pakistan 

 

Urdu is an Indo-European language that originated in India; there are about 104 million speakers, 
including those who speak it as a second language. It is the national language of Pakistan and is closely 
related to Hindi, though a lot of Urdu vocabulary comes from Persian and Arabic, which is not the case 
for Hindi.  
 
Urdu is also spoken in Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Botswana, Fiji, Germany, Guyana, India, 
Malawi, Mauritius, Nepal, Norway, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Thailand, the UAE, the 
UK and Zambia.  
 
Urdu has a vocabulary rich in words with Indian and Middle Eastern origins. The Urdu language is 
dominated by words from Hindi, Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian. There are also a number of borrowings 
from Turkish, Portuguese and English. 
Urdu has been written with a version of the Perso-Arabic script since the 12th century.  

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 4 Urdu sessional interpreters 
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