
Thai      

ตัวอักษรไทย 
Spoken in: Thailand 

Total speakers: 46–50 million 

Genetic Classification: Tai-Kadai Kam-Tai Be-Tai Tai-Sek Tai Southwestern East Central Chiang 
Saeng Thai 

Official language of: Thailand 

Thai is the official language of Thailand; it is spoken by approximately 50 million people in Thailand, 
Vietnam, and the Yunnan province of China. It has several dialects. Although most of the words are 
monosyllables, a number of them are polysyllabic. Because there is no inflection, word order is 
important for showing grammatical relationships.  

The Thai language is also tonal, and the tones serve to distinguish meanings of words otherwise 
pronounced alike. There are five tones: high, middle, low, rising, and falling. Over the centuries Thai 
has borrowed many words from Chinese, Khmer, Pali, Sanskrit, and, more recently, from European 
languages such as French and English. 

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 4 Thai sessional interpreters. 

Thai alphabet  

Consonants  

Consonants are divided into three classes: 1 (green), 2 (red) and 3 (blue), which help to determine the 
tone of a syllable. The sounds represented by some consonants change when they are used at the end of 
a syllable (indicated by the letters on the right of the slash below). Some consonants can only be used 
at the beginning of a syllable.  



 

The consonants in the final row are compounds used as alternatives to the basic consonants.  
Vowel diacritics  
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