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Spoken in: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Georgia, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, Turkey 

Region: Throughout the Middle East, Central Asia, Europe, North America and Australia 

Total speakers: 404,000 fluent 

Genetic classification: Afro-Asiatic Semitic Central Semitic Aramaic Eastern Aramaic Syriac 

Syriac is an eastern dialect of Aramaic which was once spoken in the lands in between the Roman and 
Parthian empires. Syriac is still spoken, mainly in Syria. It is also used for sermons in Syrian churches 
in the southern Indian state of Kerala. One major variety of Syriac is known as Assyrian.  

Modern Eastern Syriac has much in common with the Jewish languages of Eastern Aramaic. Due to the 
upheavals of the region over the last two centuries, many speakers of Modern Syriac languages have 
moved south into Syria and Iraq, north into Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia, and throughout the 
world. 

The origins of the Syriac script are shrouded in mystery. It was orginally used as the medium for the 
extensive religious literature of Syrian Christians. The Nestorian's script was known as Nestorian while 
the Jacobite's script was known as Serto (linear) or Jacobite. A version of the Nestorian script is still 
used for religious writings by Christians in Syria, Lebanon and Iraq.  

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 1 Syriac sessional interpreter. 
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