
Pashtu 

 پښتو 
 
Spoken in: Afghanistan, Pakistan 

Region: Afghanistan: south, east and a few provinces in the north; Pakistan: western provinces 

Total speakers:  38 million 
Genetic Classification: Indo-European Indo-Iranian Iranian South eastern Pashtu 
Official language of: Afghanistan 

The language is believed to have originated in the Kandahar/Helmand areas of Afghanistan. Dari often 
dominates over Afghan/Pashtu in Afghanistan in everyday government use since the capital was moved 
to Kabul from Kandahar in the 18th century. Pashtu is spoken by 44% of Afghanistan's population as 
mother tongue and by 80% in all Afghanistan. 

From the time of Islam's rise in Central Asia, Pashtu has used a modified version of Perso-Arabic 
script. In recent years, however, because of the Internet, it has become increasingly popular to write 
Pashtu in the Latin script. Pashtu has the extra letters that Persian has added to the Arabic alphabet.  

Pashto first appeared in writing during the 16th century. It is written with a version of the Arabic script.  

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 1 Pashtu sessional interpreter. 

Arabic script for Pashtu 
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