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Spoken in: Ethiopia, Kenya 

Region: Africa 

Total speakers: 30 million 
 
Genetic Classification: Afro-Asiatic Cushitic East Oromo 
Official language of: New Zealand 

The Oromo language is an Afro-Asiatic language; approximately over 30 million Oromos and other 
neighbouring nationalities in the horn of Africa speak it.  

Until the 1970s, Oromo was written with either the Ethiopic script or the Latin alphabet. Then during 
the early 1970s, the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) chose the Latin alphabet as the official alphabet to 
write Oromo. Between 1974 and 1991 under the Mengistu regime the writing of Afaan Oromo in any 
script was forbidden, though limited usage of the Ethiopic script was allowed.  

On 3rd November 1991 the OLF convened a meeting of over 1,000 Oromo intellectuals to decide 
which alphabet to use to write Ormo. After many hours of debate, they decided unanimously to adopt 
the Latin alphabet.  

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 1 Oromo sessional interpreter. 
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