
Lao 

ພາສາລາວ  
Spoken in: Laos, and Northeastern Thailand (Isia)    

Official language of: Laos 

Lao is the official language of Laos; it is a tonal language of the Tai family. Lao is a concise language; 
Prefixes and combinations of basic words are used to make more complex meanings. The sentence 
structure is also quite simple and "grammar" refers mostly to word order. 

The Lao writing system evolved from Sanskrit, the alphabet has been reformed several times over the 
past 50 years. The number of consonant letters was reduced so that words can be read phonetically.  

The Lao script today consists of 30 consonants (20 sounds) and 28 vowels and diphthong possibilities. 
Written Lao proceeds from left to right, though vowel signs may be written before, above, below, 
around or after the consonant, depending on the sign. 

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 1 FTE Laotian interpreter and 5 sessional 
interpreters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lao alphabet 

Consonants 

Consonants are divided into three classes which help to determine the tone of a syllable (indicated by 
the numbers below). The sounds represented by some consonants change when they are used at the end 
of a syllable. The consonants can all be used at the beginning of a syllable but only some can be used at 
the end of a syllable.  
 

 
 
The consonants in the final row are compounds and conjuncts used as alternatives to the basic 
consonants.  

Vowel diacritics (with k) 
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