
Khmer/ Cambodian 

 

Spoken in: Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand, USA, France, Australia 

Total speakers: 21.6 million 

Genetic Classification: Austroasiatic Mon-Khmer Eastern Mon-Khmer Khmer 

Official language of: Cambodia  

Khmer is one of the main Austroasiatic languages. Like other languages, Khmer has been transformed 
over the years and has borrowed words and phrases from other languages. Khmer borrowed extensively 
from Sanskrit and Pali, the classical languages of India. 

Khmer is somewhat unusual among its neighbouring languages (Thai, Laotian and Vietnamese) in that 
it is not a tonal language. 

The writing system is derived from medieval Indian alphabets, which was imported into the region 
along with Indian religious and political ideas by local elites several hundred years ago.  

Khmer is a simple language; it has no prefixes or endings, and no "masculine" or "feminine" words. 
Status also plays a role in terms of address used for people in the language. This status is expressed in 
family terms (such as older brother or sister, elderly uncle, etc.). The language also has special words 
for addressing Buddhist monks, children, and members of the Cambodian royal family. 

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 1.6 FTE Khmer interpreters and 7 
sessional interpreters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Khmer alphabet 
Consonants 

 

Subscript consonants 

 

Inpedendent vowels 
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