
Hindi    

िहन्दी 
 
Spoken in: India 

Region: South Asia 

Total speakers: 480 million  

Genetic Classification: Indo-European Indo-Aryan Indo-Aryan Middle Indo-Aryan Hindi 

Official language of: India 

Hindi is a language spoken in most states in northern and central India. It is an Indo-European 
language, of the Indo-Aryan subfamily. Hindi derives much of its formal and technical vocabulary 
from Sanskrit. Due to Muslim influence in Northern India, a large number of Persian, Arabic and 
Turkish words were adopted. There are approximately 1650 dialects spoken across India. 

Hindi first started to be used in writing during the 4th century AD. It was originally written with the 
Brahmi script but since the 11th century AD it has been written with the Devanāgarī alphabet. The first 
printed book in Hindi was John Gilchrist's Grammar of the Hindoostanee Language, which was 
published in 1796.  

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 4 Hindi sessional interpreters.   

 

Hindi alphabet  
Vowels and vowel diacritics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Consonants 
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