
Estonian  

Eesti 
Spoken in:  Estonia 

Region: Northern Europe 

Total speakers: 1.1 million 

Genetic Classification: Uralic languages Finno-Ugric languages Finno-Lappic Baltic Finnic Estonian 

Official language of: Estonia 

Estonian belongs to the Finnic branch of the Finno-Ugric languages. Estonian is not related to its 
southern neighbor Latvian, which is a Baltic language related to Lithuanian. Estonian is related to 
Finnish.  

The main difference between Estonian and Finnish is that Finnish has a lot of loan words from 
Swedish, while Estonian contains many words of German origin, plus some words from Russian, Latin, 
Greek and English. There is considerable mutual intelligibility between Estonian and Finnish. 

The oldest examples of written Estonian are names, words, and phrases found in early 13th century 
chronicles. The earliest surviving longer text dates from the 16th century.  
 

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 1 Estonian sessional interpreter. 

 

Estonian alphabet 

 

 

The letters f, š, z and ž are only used in words of foreign origin, while the letters c, q, w, x and y are 
used mainly in personal names, placenames and foreign words.  
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