
Chaldean Neo-Aramaic 

 

Spoken in: Iraq, Turkey, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Lebanon, Netherlands, Sweden, Syria, 
and USA.  

Region: Iraqi Kurdistan and Mosul, now also Baghdad and Basra 

Total speakers: 200,000 

Genetic Classification: Afro-Asiatic Semitic Central Semitic Aramaic Eastern Aramaic Central North 
eastern Chaldean Neo-Aramaic 

Chaldean Neo-Aramaic is a modern Eastern Aramaic or Syriac language, spoken in the region between 
Lake Urmia in Iranian Azerbaijan and Mosul in northern Iraq. It is not to be confused with the, mostly 
now disused, term Chaldean referring to the Old Aramaic dialect of the Chaldean, or eleventh, dynasty 
of Babylonia. Originally, Chaldean Neo-Aramaic was spoken on the Plain of Mosul, northern Iraq, but 
it is now the language of a worldwide diaspora. Most speakers are members of the Chaldean Catholic 
Church. 

Chaldean is written in the Madnhâyâ version of the Syriac alphabet, which is also used for classical 
Syriac. The School of Alqosh produced religious poetry in the colloquial Chaldean rather than classical 
Syriac, in the 17th century, and the Dominican Press in Mosul has produced a number of books in the 
language. 

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 5 Chaldean sessional interpreters. 

Chaldean alphabet: (Syriac alphabet)  

Estrangelo 
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Western, Jacobite or Serto script 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eastern or Nestorian script 
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