
Burmese  

 
Spoken in: Myanmar, Thailand, Bangladesh, Malaysia, the United States, United Kingdom, Laos and 
Singapore 

Total speakers: 22 million 

Genetic Classification: Sino-Tibetan languages Tibeto-Burman languages Burmese 

Official language of: Myanmar 

The Burmese language is the official language of Myanmar (formerly known as Burma). The language 
utilizes the Burmese script, and derives from the Mon script, which ultimately comes from the Pali 
script.  

Burmese is a tonal language, with four main tones; it is classified broadly into two categories. One is 
formal, used in literary works and official publications. The other is street, which is a language used 
with family and friends. There are various branches of Burmese spoken language, as well. One form is 
used when speaking to elders and teachers. 

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 1 Burmese sessional interpreter. 

 

Burmese alphabet:  

 

Consonants 

 

 

 

 



Vowels and vowel diacritics 
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