
Bosnian 

Bosanski 
Spoken in: Bosnia and Herzegovina and others 

Region: The Balkans  

Total speakers: 2.5 million 

Genetic Classification: Indo-European Slavic South Western Bosnian  

Official language of: Bosnia and Herzegovina (one of three, mainly used by Bosniaks) 

Bosnian has only very recently been differentiated from Croatian and Serbian. Linguists consider the 
three to be dialects of the same language. The Bosnian language is a symbiosis of the Serb and Croat 
Languages, which are Slavic tongues, with strong Turkish and German influences.  

The Bosnian language (Bosanski jezik) is one of the standard versions of the Central South Slavic 
Diasystem, formerly known as Serbo-Croatian.  

The language is used primarily by Bosniaks and Bosnians in Bosnia and Herzegovina and elsewhere. It 
is based on the Western variant of the Shtokavian dialect and uses the Latin alphabet.  

The name for the language is a controversial issue. Croats and Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina call 
their language Croatian and Serbian. The constitution of Republic Srpska, where the language is also 
official, refers to the language as "Language spoken by Bosniaks" as does the government of Serbia.  

The name Bosnian language is the commonly accepted name among Bosniak linguists. Since the 
appellation Bosnian refers to the whole land of Bosnia, therefore implicating that «Bosnian» is the 
national standard language of all Bosnians- and not only Bosniaks. Although there is no publicly 
formulated Croatian policy towards this question, in official Croatian publications, the language of 
Bosniaks is invariably referred to as Bosniak. 

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 0.5 FTE Bosnian Interpreter and 6 
sessional interpreters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery?method=4&dsid=2222&dekey=Bosniaks&gwp=8&curtab=2222_1


Latin and Cyrillic alphabets in Croatian alphabetic order 

 

Cyrillic and Latin alphabets in Serbian alphabetic order 
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