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Spoken in: Sri Lanka, Singapore, Thailand, Canada and the United Arab Emirates. 

Total speakers: 14 million 

Genetic specification: Indo-European Indo-Iranian Indic Sinhalese 

Official language of: Sri Lanka  

 
Sinhalese is an Indo-Aryan language spoken in Sri Lanka by about 12 million people. There are also 
considerable numbers of Sinhalese speakers in Singapore, Thailand, Canada and the United Arab 
Emirates.  
 
The script used in writing Sinhalese is evolved from the ancient Brahmi script used in most Aryan 
languages. At present the Sinhalese alphabet has 56 characters with four more characters added 
recently, which is one of the longest in the world. 
 
Sinhalese and Tamil were constitutionally recognised as the official languages of Sri Lanka in 1956. 
The earliest surviving literature in Sinhala dates from the 9th century AD.  

Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 4 Sinhalese sessional interpreters.  

Sinhalese alphabet 
Vowels and vowel diacritics with ka 

 

 

 

 

 



Consonants 
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