
Lithuanian  

lietuvių kalba 
 
Spoken in: Lithuania and 18 other countries 

Region: Northern Europe (Eastern Europe, Baltic states) 

Total speakers: 4 million 

Genetic Classification: Indo-European Baltic Eastern Lithuanian 
Official language of: Lithuania, European Union 

 

Lithuanian is one of two living Baltic languages. The Baltic languages form their own distinct branch 
of the Indo-European languages. Lithuanian is considered to oldest surviving Indo-European language 
and is thought to have retained some features of Proto-Indo-European (PIE) such as pitch-accent and a 
complex inflexional case system. Some words in Lithuanian even resemble words in Sanskrit and 
Latin. 
  
The Lithuanian language has two main dialects: Aukshtaitish and Zhemaitish. Like many of the Indo-
European languages, Lithuanian employs modified Roman script. It is comprised of 32 letters. 
 
Currently SSWAHS Health Care Interpreter Service employs 1 Lithuanian sessional interpreter. 
   
 
Lithuanian alphabet & pronunciation 
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