
Striding ahead 
Aboriginal high school students 
have their sights set on a bright 
future, through early access 
to the construction workforce 
under the Diz Footprints 
empowerment program.

The program has given 
five Year 10 students from 
Campbelltown the opportunity 
to forge careers in the building 
and construction industry, 
receiving world-class training 
with a top-tier construction 
firm CPB Contractors as 
they help to build the new 
Campbelltown Hospital.

South Western Sydney Local 
Health District Chief Executive 
Amanda Larkin said she 
was pleased to support the 
Diz Footprints program and 
welcomed the partnership. 

“This is the first time our 
health district has had the 
opportunity to support 
a program such as this, 

through the redevelopment of 
Campbelltown Hospital,” she 
said

Diz Footprints Project 
Director Doug Delaney 
thanked Tharawal Aboriginal 
Corporation, NSW Aboriginal 
Education Consultative 
Group, CPB Contractors and 
Campbelltown Hospital for 
supporting the program. 

“Our ultimate aim is to improve 
the education and employment 
pathways for Aboriginal youth,” 
he said.

 

WHAT’S ON

» 1 - 31 July  
Dry July

» 5 - 12 July  
NAIDOC Week 

» 12 - 18 July 
National Diabetes Week  
 
» 26 July - 2 August  
DonateLife Week 

» 20 July 
NSW Health awards open  

» July - August  
NSW Premier’s awards open 
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Ms Amanda Larkin with the Aboriginal High school students. 

Ms Amanda Larkin chats  
with the participants. 

Thank you to our wonderful cleaners  
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60 seconds 
with... 
Palliative Care Staff Specialist 
Dr Charbel Bejjani 

What is your role? 
I’m a palliative care staff  
specialist, caring for the patients 
in the palliative care unit at  
Camden Hospital as well as  
consulting on patients at Campbelltown Hospital  
and reviewing patients at home.
 
How did you end up working in this particular field?
I have had a passion for palliative care since my junior 
medical years.
 
What do you love about your role? 
I love translating the broad-base physician knowledge I 
have acquired over the years to good, holistic,  
practical and sensible care to a population who is  
generally vulnerable.

What is something you wish people knew about  
palliative care?
Palliative care is not just about dying well, rather it’s about 
living well with a terminal illness.  Most of my discussions 
with patients and their loved ones involves what we 
can do today to improve their living and 
achieve their attainable goals.

Chairman’s
Message

We are witnessing a major 
revolution in health care 
as we emerge from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

We are stronger, smarter 
and better able to respond 
to our community’s needs 
thanks to your innovative 
mindset and determination 
to provide the highest 
quality care to our 
community.

Using technology, physical 
distancing measures 
and flexibility, you have 
kept our community safe 
through the pandemic.

The District Executive took the Board on a deep dive into 
safety and quality in June and I am so proud of the hard 
work all of you are doing every day to drive safety and 
quality in everything we do.

On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank you all 
for your  tireless work and dedication. I would also 
like to offer my sincere thanks to the team at the 
Emergency Operations Centre, who did a fantastic job of 
coordinating our COVID-19 response.

As we move ahead, the Importance of physical 
distancing, hand hygiene and cough etiquette remains.

I look forward to seeing the best of the innovations of 
the COVID period embedded in our models of care and 
am certain we will continue to provide safe and high 
quality care to the people of south western Sydney. 
Thank you again from the Board to you all.

Mr Sam Haddad, Chairman,  
South Western Sydney Local 
Health District 

Thank you EOC
Twelve weeks after it was created, the South Western 
Sydney Local Health District Emergency Operations Centre 
(EOC) has wrapped up.

During the height of the pandemic, two dedicated teams 
alternated weekly to oversee the implementation of the five 
fixed testing clinics, two roving pop-up clinics and were the 
central point of contact for information, development and 
implementation of the District’s coordinated response and 
supplies.

Director of Nursing, Midwifery and Performance, Sonia 
Marshall coordinated the team.

“I’m immensely proud of the work everyone in the EOC has 
done,” Ms Marshall said.

“But I’m also proud of the hard work done across the entire 
district to provide high-quality care to our community.  The 
collaboration and teamwork across the district has been 
amazing.”  

The EOC has built a lasting legacy through well documented 
pandemic surge plans, procedures to support the operations 
with the testing clinics, screening stations and the 
management of positive patients in the community.  

High achievers
Congratulations to Dr Anthony 
Frankel, who received a prestigious 
Rotary Australia Community Service 
Award. The award recognised his 
outstanding contributions to the 
Bankstown regional community over 
many years, including his work with 
silicosis. 

Multilingual counsellor for the NSW 
Service for the Treatment and 
Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma 
Survivors Lucy Marin received the 
prestigious Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) in the 2020 Queen’s 
Birthday Honours. 
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Cranes have names

Executive staff, visiting medical officers and family 
members held an event in honour of Dr Goh.
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Future leaders
Nine new graduates of the District’s Master of Health 
Management Scholarship Program and Graduate Health 
Management Program received their certificates in a 
ceremony on 26 June.

District Chief Executive Amanda Larkin said the scholarship 
program, offered in collaboration with the University of 
Tasmania, helped graduates advance in their health careers. 

“Past graduates of this program have demonstrated an 
increase in their knowledge, skills and capabilities and 
continue to contribute to the District’s talent pool,” Ms Larkin 
said.

 “The scholarship program is an opportunity to develop 
leadership in our organisation, which meets key areas in our 
Transforming Your Experience leadership strategy.”

Risk huddles a success
Risk huddles have been a quick, concise and inclusive way of 
informing our staff and a vital tool during COVID-19. 

Transforming Your Experience (TYE) Director Natalie Wilson 
said staff from across our facilities had provided feedback on 
the effectiveness of risk huddles. 

“Risk huddles were already implemented widely across the 
District, but the COVID-19 pandemic has shown us just how 
valuable they are,” she said.

“They are the perfect way to help our teams stay on top 
of the rapidly-changing situation and gave leaders the 
opportunity to hear from staff about their concerns.

To find out more about risk huddles, or any of the TYE tools, 
visit the TYE Intranet Hub or contact your TYE coach.

The twin tower cranes supporting delivery of the $632 million 
stage two Campbelltown Hospital redevelopment now have 
names.

Primary school children (below) were invited to help name 
the cranes through a colouring competition, with ‘Mac’ and 
‘Arthur’ now donning large banners showcasing their names 
for all to see.  At 76 and 60 metres in height, the cranes will 
dominate the Campbelltown skyline until mid-2021. 

Excitement around the Liverpool Health and Academic 
Precinct is building, with the recent release of new artist’s 
impressions and an animated fly-through showing what the 
precinct might look like on completion in 2026.

The second stage of early works has commenced and will 
include car park reconfiguration works and a temporary 
education facility.

Ms Amanda Larkin with the graduating students. 

Oral Health re-opens
Telehealth and remote dentistry will be embedded into the 
Oral Health Services’ future care.

Oral Health 
Director, Associate 
Professor Ravi 
Srinivas, said 
these tools were 
vital during 
the COVID-19 
restrictions, and 
would prove 
valuable in 
increasing patients’ 
access to care.

 “By having dentists 
call up patients 
before their initial 
appointments, 
we are able to 
better assess their 
needs, freeing up 
appointments for those with acute needs,” he said.

Oral Health was the first service in the District to begin the 
staged re-opening of services.

Risk huddle at Bankstown-Lidcombe Hospital. 
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Contact us 

To submit a story, event or 
provide images contact us on 
8738 6848 or email SWSLHD-
Communications@health.nsw.
gov.au. Don’t forget to follow us 
and share our posts on social 
media @ South Western Sydney 
Local Health District. 

Ms Amanda Larkin with the Aboriginal High school students. 

Thank you to our wonderful cleaners  
Hospital assistants across all our facilities celebrated International Cleaners Day with meals, gifts, beauty products 
and coffee vouchers. Leaders took the time to thank the workers for the vital role they play in keeping everyone 
safe, not only during the COVID-19 pandemic, but all the time.

Our care goes digital
In three short months, the District’s Information Technology and 
Communication team has paved the way for a transition to remote 
health care.

District Chief Nursing Information Officer Andrew Ingersoll said his 
team helped facilitate a range of services connecting patients and their 
families to digital consultations.

“As clinics and services requested support, the telehealth leads assisted 
with software installation and acquisition and set up hardware while 
supporting health care workers to learn the virtual way of caring for 
patients and consumers,” he said.

”Everyone 
has done an 
amazing job 
in getting 
upskilled to 
support our 
patients and 
consumers.”




