
Sharing 20 years 
The NSW Refugee Health 
Service celebrated 20 years 
of providing specialist care 
and support at a Fairfield 
community event during 
Refugee Week.

District Chief Executive 
Amanda Larkin congratulated 
staff and presented Refugee 
Health Service Director Dr 
Mitchell Smith with a plaque to 
mark the Service’s significant 
contribution to the health of 
refugees. 

“Our community is home to 
more refugees than any other 
region, and the team has 
been providing outstanding 
health services to one of the 
most vulnerable groups in our 
community,” Ms Larkin said.

“I would like to congratulate 
Dr Mitchell Smith and Deputy 
Director Ms Marisa Salem for 
their 20 years of dedicated 

service and leadership.”

Event activities included a 
cooking demonstration by 
MasterChef 2018 contestant 
Hoda Kobeissi, community 
food stalls and networking to 
encourage the community to 
‘share a meal, share a story’.

WHAT’S ON

» 1 - 31 July
Dry July

» 8 - 13 July 
National Diabetes Week 

» 7 - 14 July  
NAIDOC Week 

» 15 - 21 July  
Wound Awareness Week  

» 22 - 28  July
National Pain Week  
 
» 24 - 26 July   
SWAN 2019 trauma conference 

» 29 July   
Donate Life Week  

July 2019

MasterChef 2018 contestant Hoda Kobeissi 
gives a cooking demonstration. 

Paul Power and Amanda Larkin with Refugee 
Health Service staff Dr Mitchell Smith, Marisa 
Salem and Cathy Preston-Thomas (L-R).
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60 seconds 
with... 
Kenneth Barnett, Bowral & 
District Hospital’s new  
General Manager. 

What was your previous 
role?
General Manager Broken 
Hill Health Service, Far West 
Local Health District.

What were your first impressions of Bowral & 

District Hospital?
Very positive, lots of smiling faces and much  
excitement about the hospital redevelopment.

What key tasks are on your radar?
To get to know people and establish strong 
relationships, prepare for the commissioning of 
the new clinical services building, and continue 
embedding the Transforming Your Experience 
framework to deliver quality, safe care.    

What kind of changes can we expect at the  

Hospital in the next five years?
The physical environment is going to change  
significantly, which will support the continued 
focus on providing care to the community.

Tell us something we don’t know about you?
I raced go karts competitively for many  
years and enjoy kayaking.

Chairman
Message

It was fantastic to meet 
so many staff at last 
month’s Health Beyond 
Research and Innovation 
Showcase and hear your 
ideas about the work that 
you do. The Showcase 
is one of the many ways 
we highlight the work in 
the District and how you 
are leading the future of 
health care.

The NSW Government 
announced $26.7 billion 
towards health in the 
latest budget, and 
delivered on the election 

commitment to invest $50 million for an additional car 
park for the Liverpool Health and Academic Precinct. 
The new Bankstown Hospital was earmarked as a key 
project which will commence in the next three years.

As we enter the new financial year, I’m pleased to share 
the progress that the Board has made in reviewing our 
strategic priorities.

We have achieved a number of milestones to date, 
including a new cooperative partnership with the 
Medical Staff Executive Council aimed at encouraging 
clinician engagement.

I am also delighted the Board has endorsed the 
District’s new Virtual Care Strategy, a 10-year vision 
centred on empowering consumers to maintain good 
health and wellbeing though the use of cutting-edge 
technology.

Innovation and emerging technology will be at the 
centre of our future patient care.   Campbelltown Hospital kicked off the main 

works construction of its $632 million stage two 
redevelopment with the turning of the first sod.

Camden and Campbelltown Hospital’s General 
Manager Alison Derrett, Member for Camden Peter 
Sidgreaves MP and District staff attended the event, 
which included a traditional Aboriginal smoking 
ceremony.

First sod

Mr Sam Haddad, Chairman, 
South Western Sydney Local 
Health District 

Dr Anthony Frankel and Sam Haddad sign the Statement 
of Cooperation (L-R).

Peter Sidgreaves MP and Camden and Campbelltown 
Hospital’s General Manger Alison Derrett (centre) with 
District staff.
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A healing symposium
The District’s Sorry Day Symposium at Liverpool Hospital last 
month acknowledged the impact of the Stolen Generations and 
promoted healing.

A smoking ceremony, sand ceremony and guest speakers 
brought the community together on the day.

“The day gives people the chance to come together and share 
the steps towards healing for the Stolen Generations, their 
families and communities,” Director of Aboriginal Health Nathan 
Jones said.

“The District’s Aboriginal Health Plan 2017-2021 underpins our 
commitment to Aboriginal health in south western Sydney.”
The theme of this year’s event 
was ‘Grounded in Truth: Walk 
Together in Courage’.

A traditional smoking  
ceremony (right) and staff at the 

event (below).

Super grads  

Chief Executive Amanda Larkin with University 
of Tasmania staff presented certificates to the 
new graduates of the 2017-2018 Master of Health 
Scholarship and Graduate Health Management 
Programs.

Director of Finance Deborah Macdonald said the 
program opened her eyes to the broader system 
of health care beyond her role.

“The experience has given me an advantage in 
terms of my career as well as personally. I have 
more confidence and better understand my role 
in the delivery of safe and quality health care.”

Lasting legacy 
Liverpool Hospital’s Eye Department received a generous 
donation of a $50,000 piece of eye care technology known as a 
Pentacam, in memory of the late Dr Alvin Goh.

Visiting Medical Officers raised the money to purchase the 
Pentacam, with the support of Dr Goh’s family. The Pentacam will 
help determine astigmatism and other complex eye conditions 
to improve patient care. As a migrant, Dr Goh worked to become 
Head of Liverpool Hospital’s Eye Department. He passed away 
unexpectedly last year.

“His dedication, surgical talent, mentorship and generosity played 
an enormous role in training future ophthalmic surgeons,” Director 
of Research Professor Les Bokey said.

“This donation 
will be a lasting 
reminder of his 
contribution to 
patient care.” 

Queen’s Honours  
Congratulations to Campbelltown Hospital’s Head 
of Immunology Professor Connie Katelaris AM 
and Bankstown-Lidcombe Hospital’s obstetrician 
gynaecologist Dr Quang Ho OAM, who were both 
recognised in the 2019 Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List for their outstanding service to medicine.

“It is an impressive achievement to receive one of 
our country’s highest honours,” Chief Executive   
Amanda Larkin said.

“I am delighted that two leading clinicians in our 
District have been recognised for their hard work 
and dedication to 
the patients of south 
western Sydney.” 

Prof Connie Katelaris
AM. (R) 

Amanda Larkin and Professor Les Bokey (front) with this 
year’s graduates.

Executive staff, visiting medical officers and family 
members held an event in honour of Dr Goh.

Dr Quang Ho, 
OAM (L) 
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Contact us 

To submit a story, event or 
provide images contact us on 
8738 6848 or email SWSLHD-
Communications@health.nsw.
gov.au. Don’t forget to follow us 
and share our posts on social 
media @ South Western Sydney 
Local Health District. 

Research wrap up 
 
With seven keynote speakers, 12 workshops, 280 abstracts 
submitted, as well as 650 attendees on the first day and 400 on 
the second, the Health Beyond Research and Innovation Showcase 
2019 was an outstanding success!

Together with the Ingham Institute and our sponsors, we covered 
topics from cannabis and pain control to new technologies, and 
learned how our people are shaping health care in the south west.

There were inspiring speakers such as Jana Pittman, who shared 
her experiences as a summer and winter Australian Olympian as 
well as her personal life journey, challenges and commitment to 
becoming a doctor. 

Thank you to everyone who attended, supported and got involved 
in the two-day event, and we hope to see you again next year on 3 
and 4 June 2020.

It’s that time again to support Dry 
July!

Liverpool Hospital will be hosting 
BBQs every Friday to raise money, 
with a grand finale at the end of the 
month. Look out for Cancer Services 
staff wearing colourful scrubs as 
they show that ‘cancer doesn’t 
discriminate’.

“It feels great to support a worthy 
cause, as most people know 
someone who has experienced 
cancer,” Cancer Therapy Centre 
Operations Manager Maree Cain said.

“It’s also a good way to get healthy 
and reap long-term benefits of an 
improved wellbeing and lifestyle.”

Quality
Awards

2 0 1 9

SAVE THE DATE

2019 Quality Awards 

19 September 2019

See you then! 

Dry July   

Photos from the showcase




