
Graduates leap into 
nursing and midwifery
The District has welcomed 
over 290 new nurse graduates, 
boosting staff numbers and 
kick starting new careers in 
health.

Bowral & District Hospital’s 
nurse graduate Tracy 
McCutcheon attended a recent 
orientation day and said she 
was looking forward to her 
new role.  
 
“The District’s Aboriginal 
Cadetship helped me to 
pursue my passion for nursing 
at a later stage in my life, and 
with the encouragement of my 
children, I have been able to 
start my new career in health,” 
Ms McCutcheon said. 

District Director of Nursing 
and Midwifery Services Sonia 
Marshall said this year’s 
new graduate nurses were 
enthusiastic and motivated 
as they transitioned into their 

new roles as registered nurses.

“The cohort of new nurses 
reflects the community 
of south western Sydney.   
They come from diverse 
backgrounds and cultures, 
which complements the 
communities we serve,” Ms 
Marshall said. 

WHAT’S ON

» 2 April  
Campbelltown Hospital 
Redevelopment information stall 

» 4 April
Aprils Falls Day 

» 10 April 
New in-hospital emergency 
number 2222

» 17 April  
Bowral & District Hospital 
Redevelopment information stall 

» 22-26 April 
Patient Experience Week 

» 25 April 
ANZAC Day 
 
» 29 April  
Liverpool Health and Academic 
Precinct information stall  
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Nurse graduate Tracy McCutcheon (pictured 
fourth from right) with her colleagues at 
Bowral & District Hospital’s orientation day.  
 

Jacob Sua, Minh Ho, Gabrielle King, Sristhi 
Paudel and Angela Nguyen (L-R). 
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Prof Miriam Levy, Anne Glass, Scott Davison and Michelle Whelan (L-R).

Project ECHO 
wins award 
Liverpool Hospital’s Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology team took out top honours for its 
‘Project ECHO’ initiative at the recent iTnews 
Benchmark Awards.

The team developed Project ECHO, a cloud-
based teleconferencing technology, to address 
issues that commonly arise in diagnosing and 
treating hepatitis C for patients who live in 
rural and remote communities.

The technology has helped patients living in 
remote communities to save time and money, 
allowing them to be treated by their own local 
doctor rather than travelling to receive care. 
 
“This award acknowledges the work our team 
has done to empower health care practitioners 
with the specialist knowledge and support of 
the liver unit, so that we can optimise patient 
access to care,” Liverpool Hospital’s Head of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology Associate 
Professor Miriam Levy said.

Chief Executive
Message

This year we have seen 
an increase of demand 
on our services, with 
more patients coming 
to our emergency 
departments. With this 
increase, staff have 
continued to deliver 
excellent care, and I 
would like to thank you 
all for your hard work. 

The cooler months are 
on their way and there 
is a lot of work already 
happening to prepare 
for the busier winter 
months. Across the 
state, we have seen an 

increase of flu cases during the summer period, so 
I encourage you to protect yourself and get the flu 
vaccine which should be available later this month. 

Last month, the District marked National Close the 
Gap Day on 21 March, with a variety of activities, 
reinforcing our determination to improve the health 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

I had the pleasure to attend the launch of the 2019 
Closing the Gap Report at Tharawal Aboriginal 
Medical Service. It was fantastic that Campbelltown 
and Tharawal were chosen to host the launch as it is 
great recognition of our local Aboriginal community 
leaders and the important work we are doing locally 
to close the gap.

Following the NSW Election Mr Brad Hazzard will 
continue to serve as the NSW Minister for Health 
and Medical Research while Ms Bronwyn Taylor has 
been appointed as the Minister for Mental Health, 
Regional Youth and Women. We also saw a number 
of funding commitments made last month by the 
current Government and I am absolutely thrilled.

With more than $1.4 billion promised, the prospect 
of a $1.3 billion Bankstown-Lidcombe Hospital 
redevelopment, more parking for Liverpool Hospital 
with $50 million towards an additional car park and 
a $55 million boost for Bowral & District Hospital, is 
a fantastic commitment to health in the south west. 

We have seen great progress made with the current 
redevelopments of Bowral & District, Campbelltown 
and Liverpool Hospitals, and I encourage staff to 
visit the information stalls to learn more about the 
future of your hospital. 

Ms Amanda Larkin, Chief  
Executive, South Western  
Sydney Local Health District. 

2019 Showcase 
Over 150 staff attended the Allied Health Showcase 
last month. 

Chief Executive Amanda Larkin delivered a key 
note address and the day also included information 
sessions, workshops 
and a photography 
competition to 
highlight the 
importance of 
Allied Health in the 
community.
 
The Showcase 
was followed by 
an event to launch 
the 2018 Allied 
Health Research 
Annual Report and 
Strategic Priorities 
2018-2022.

One of the many photo competition 
entries at this year’s Showcase.
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TYE boosts staff 
engagement    

Fairfield Hospital’s Administration team. 
s A

A buzz of 
construction
Pouring concrete for the new car park and starting ground 
works for the new clinical services building are two major 
achievements for the Campbelltown Hospital redevelopment 
team.

“It’s really exciting to see the buildings take shape. Each day 
there is a buzz of activity with various concrete trucks, diggers 
and construction workers,” Camden and Campbelltown Hospital 
General Manager Alison Derrett said.

Meanwhile, Bowral’s redevelopment team appointed the 
contractor to start work on the new building in the coming 
months, and Liverpool has hosted 40 Project User Groups, 
engaging over 300 staff and consumers for the new $740 
million precinct.

To find out 
more about 
what’s 
happening, 
visit the 
information 
stall held 
monthly 
at your 
hospital. 

ext round 

Fairfield Hospital’s Administration Department has shown what it 
means to transform the experience of staff, with recent leadership 
initiatives designed to boost satisfaction and empowerment.

The team, led by Administration Manager Sylwia Michalak, worked 
together to identify personal and professional goals, engaged 
in leadership rounding, reviewed workplace ergonomics and 
introduced a ‘buddy week’ aimed at improving workplace culture. 
The team also held a CORE Chat to encourage staff to reflect on 
how their personal values align with those of their organisation.

“I would really like to acknowledge the administration staff at 
Fairfield Hospital who not only embraced the Transforming Your 
Experience initiatives but also continue to generate ideas for 
ongoing improvements in the workplace,” Ms Michalak said.

New look 
for Browne 
Street
The $7.3 million Macarthur Community 
Mental Health Service refurbishment at 
Browne Street is almost complete. 

The purpose-built space has been 
architecturally created with input from 
the community and consumers in the 
Macarthur region. This approach has 
transformed the space into an open 
and inviting centre for mental health 
consumers.

A formal reception, clinical space, 12 
consulting rooms, two treatment rooms 
and meeting rooms fill the ground floor, 
while staff will be located on level one 
and the mezzanine level future-proofs the 
service for further expansion.

The multi-million dollar refurbishment 
allows staff to change models of care, 
while it also embraces a technologically-
savvy workforce, improves patient and 
staff experiences and provides disability 
access.

www.healthbeyondshowcase.org.au/

Concrete being poured for the first suspended deck of 
the car park.

Ms Amanda Larkin and the team behind the Browne Street  
project.



Retreat a calm space
A new Aged Care Sensory Retreat 
at Liverpool Hospital will help staff 
better manage delirium, dementia 
and other cognitive impairments in 
older patients by providing a calm 
relaxation space.

Located on Ward 5A, the retreat is 
the third of its kind opened across 
South Western Sydney Local 
Health District, with similar spaces 
at Campbelltown and Camden 
Hospitals. It was officially opened 
on World Delirium Day, which was 
marked with many events across 
the District.  
 
Other initiatives included 
campaigning for delirium 
awareness, implementing a 
peak educational workshop and 
a 12-month ‘deli study’ about 
delirium in intensive care patients. 

“With these initiatives we hope 
to raise public and professional 
awareness about delirium, and 
transform the lives of our patients,” 
Clinical Manager, Aged Care and 
Rehabilitation - Complex Care and 
Internal Medicine, Bradley Warner, 
said.
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Contact us 

To submit a story, event or 
provide images contact us on 
8738 6848 or email SWSLHD-
Communications@health.nsw.
gov.au. Don’t forget to follow us 
and share our posts on social 
media @ South Western Sydney 
Local Health District. 

Women honoured  
 
More than 30 women came together to show their support for a 
gender-balanced workplace at the Chief Executive’s International 
Women’s Day Luncheon on 8 March.

With over 11,000 female employees, the District is leading by 
example in the drive for gender equality in the workplace, with 
women well represented across our facilities and services. 

“I would like to thank and commend the women who provide 
outstanding care to our patients and consumers, and support the 
District in so many ways,’’ Ms Larkin said.
Liverpool, Bankstown and Campbelltown Hospitals also held 

award ceremonies and events in 
honour of the day.

Patient’s 
surprise  

Camden Hospital’s Palliative 
Care team went that one step 
further to deliver individual, 
personalised care when they 
arranged a special visit last 
month.

The Palliative Care team helped 
to coordinate a visit from Grace 
Hoffmeister’s lifelong idol, 
former National Rugby League 
player Brad Fittler.

The pair enjoyed a conversation, 
a hug, as well as a Facetime 
group chat with current Sydney 
Roosters players! The visit was 
also featured on the Today 
Show, showcasing Camden 
Hospital to a state-wide 
audience.

Women celebrating International Women’s Day 2019 across the District. 

Grace Hoffmeister, her son Adam Hoffmeister and 
Brad Fittler (L-R).

The opening of Liverpool Hospital’s new Aged 
Care Sensory Retreat. 


