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Leading care, healthier communities
Liverpool Hospital will become a world-class health 
and academic precinct thanks to a NSW Government 
investment of $740 million.
NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian visited the hospital 
recently, saying the significant investment will give 
South Western Sydney Local Health District greater 
scope to meet the changing needs of the rapidly 
growing population. 
District Chief Executive Amanda Larkin welcomed the 
NSW Budget announcement, which will see older 
parts of the hospital demolished and a brand new 
state-of-the art clinical services facility built in its 
place. The upgraded hospital, to be completed by 
2026, will include a comprehensive cancer centre 
and new Neonatal ICU and maternity facilities as well 
as a new Emergency Department.
“Liverpool Hospital is one of the busiest hospitals in 
NSW situated in one of the fastest growing and most 
diverse populations in the state,” Ms Larkin said. “An 
expanded and modernised Liverpool Hospital will make a huge difference to 
our community.” 
Ms Larkin also welcomed funding of $15 million for a new Emergency 
Department at Bowral & District Hospital in addition to the $50 million 
upgrade of the hospital already underway.
“The new ED will enhance the ability of staff at Bowral & District Hospital to 
cater to the Southern Highlands community,” she said.
The budget also included $25 million in funding to upgrade Bankstown-
Lidcombe Hospital’s emergency department.
“This funding for Bankstown-Lidcombe Hospital is very welcome and will 
make a huge difference for patients needing emergency care,” Ms Larkin said. Campbelltown Hospital has also been given $34 million 
to construct a seven-storey car park with about 800 car spaces as part of the first stage of the $632 million redevelopment. 

Congratulations to Dr Simon Grant, the Executive Clinical Director Bowral & District 
Hospital, who has been awarded a prestigious Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) 
in the 2018 Queen’s Birthday Honours List.
For more than 30 years Dr Grant has worked at Bowral & District Hospital in various 
roles, including as director of medical services. He has also served as a member 
of the former board of directors and as a director of health education and post 
graduate training.
He is also a patron of Hearts in the Highlands and is well known for his lifetime of 
contribution to the health of the Southern Highlands community. 
It is a great honour to receive an OAM and Dr Grant is a worthy recipient.

Queen’s birthday honours 

District celebrates after budget windfall
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Amanda Larkin, Chief Executive

South Western Sydney Local Health District 
was the big winner in the NSW Budget with 
major projects receiving funding, including 
$740 million for the redevelopment of 
Liverpool Hospital. Bankstown-Lidcombe 
Hospital has received $25 million for 
a new emergency department while 
Campbelltown Hospital was allocated 
$34 million for a new multi-level car 

park, part of the hospital’s $632 million 
redevelopment now underway.

Bowral & District Hospital received 
$15 million for a new emergency 
department, in addition to its $50 million 
redevelopment. I am thrilled our vision for 
the future is becoming a reality and I thank 
our Board, clinicians and staff for their  
support of our District’s transformation.    

I would like to congratulate everyone 
involved in the 13th Health Beyond 
Research & Innovation Showcase. It was 
a fantastic event and gave us an insight 
into how our future will be shaped 
with innovation and ground-breaking 
technology. Well done to the organising 
committee on its efforts to present such an 
outstanding event.

I would like to extend my congratulations 
to Dr Simon Grant, Executive Clinical 

Director at Bowral & District Hospital, on 
receiving a Medal of the Order of Australia 
(OAM) in the Queen’s Birthday honours. 
Thank you for your dedication and 
outstanding contribution to the people of 
the Southern Highlands.

Congratulations to everyone who 
completed our graduate program and 
received their Masters degrees from the 
University of Tasmania. I look forward to 
seeing their contributions to the District 
and NSW Health in the future.

Message from the Chief Executive

Television might have The Voice but the Health Beyond 
Research & Innovation Showcase on June 6 and 7 had its 
own version of the hit show featuring the next generation of 
research stars.
With great support from the audience, the researchers pitched 
their ideas in a bid to encourage the creatively dressed judges 
to turn their chairs around.
The judges, wearing some amazing costumes, then had to battle each 
other as they tried to encourage the contestants to select them as a 
mentor.
The Battle of the Mentors and The Innovation Tank competition - similar 
to television’s Shark Tank - were among the highlights of the 13th 
annual showcase at the William Inglis Hotel, Warwick Farm.
The event attracted hundreds of people and unveiled how innovation 
and technology will shape the future of medicine and healthcare.
District Chief Executive Amanda Larkin described the showcase as an 
outstanding success.
“We heard about bionics, robotics and artificial intelligence from our 
keynote speakers and how technology will build better healthcare in 
the future,’’ Ms Larkin said.
“But most of all I was impressed with the research in progress across 
south western Sydney. I look forward to our research moving into 
clinical practice and saving lives.’’

Healthcare of 
the future



Name: Mariepaz 
Chang Hazell
Position: Clinical 
Nurse Educator, 
Liverpool Hospital, 
ICU
How long 
have you been 
donating to the 
workplace giving 
program (WGP)?
For over four years 
Why did you 
decide to 
become a WGP 
ambassador? 
I nursed women with fistula in sub-Saharan Africa and I have 
seen first-hand how the benefits of giving has impacted the 
lives of these stigmatised women. The image of poverty which 
lingered in my heart and mind has been replaced with images 
of joy, smiles and empowered women whose lives have been 
transformed by our act of generosity.
What would you say to a staff member thinking of 
joining WGP?
Be part of a woman’s life changing journey. Your gift will 
completely change the blueprint of her stigmatised life.
An interesting fact about you?
I volunteered in Africa for two years as a single person then 
went back for over five years with my family.
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The 24 Hour Fight Against Cancer Macarthur has launched its 
2018 fundraising campaign. The charity raises funds for Camden 
and Campbelltown Hospitals to provide equipment and services 
to benefit cancer patients. In 2017 they donated more than 
$200,000 which contributed to a bowel cancer care coordinator, 
a dietician, a physiotherapist and monitoring and scanning 
equipment. 
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Cancer and heart research at Liverpool Hospital is set to 
receive a boost thanks to a $750,000 bequest from an 
anonymous donor. The bequest will be split equally between 
cancer research, heart research and a general donation to 
the hospital. Bequests like this make a huge difference to 
life-changing research at Liverpool Hospital and through the 
generosity of donors like this countless patients lives can be 
saved.

Community  Corner

WGP Ambassador profile
To mark World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, Chief Executive 
Amanda Larkin and Associate Professor Friedbert Kohler 
OAM, Clinical Director, Aged Care and Rehabilitation, signed 
a Statement of Commitment alongside representatives from 
the NSW Police Force, NSW Ministry of Health, Multicultural 
Health, Aboriginal Health and National LGBTI Health Alliance 
Silver Rainbow.
“Today South Western Sydney Local Health District is standing 
up against elder abuse and sending a message that harm 
against older people is not acceptable at any time,” Ms Larkin 
said. Elder abuse can take many forms including financial, 
psychological, physical, social or sexual and can include 
mistreatment or neglect, often carried out by someone the 
person knows and trusts.
Anyone with concerns about elder abuse can contact the NSW 
Elder Abuse Helpline on 1800 628 221 or visit 
www.elderabusehelpline.com.au

Elder abuse awareness
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Telstra queue management
Telstra Health has partnered with Liverpool 
Hospital Cancer Services to implement 
a patient self-check-in kiosk. It will allow 
patients to leave and receive an SMS when 
their appointment is due. The new system 
will reduce the need for patients to stay in 
waiting areas and patients and staff have 
already noted the positive impact of the 
new system. It will also allow staff to focus 
more on constantly improving planning 
and communication.

New delegations manual
The new South Western Sydney Local 
Health District Delegations Manual has 
now been released and is available on 
the intranet. The District has altered the 
decision-making thresholds in the revised 
Manual in response to a key strategy of 
Transforming Your Experience to empower 
effective decision making. The new Manual 
is easier to navigate and ensures the 
decision-making process is transparent and 
consistent.     

Mandatory online training
New online child protection training is now 
available to assist health workers to meet 
their child protection responsibilities. The 
training is for ALL Health workers, including 
staff who have previously completed the 
former Child Protection eLearning Module 
on My Health Learning. All staff should 
complete training by 30 September 2018. 
Staff working directly with vulnerable 
children, young people and their families 
should complete their training as a priority.Q
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The unique contribution refugees 
make to Australian society was 
celebrated during Refugee Week. 
NSW Refugee Health Service 
Director Dr Mitchell Smith 
said that while some refugees 
have managed to overcome 
the persecution they may have 
suffered in their country of origin 
and the hardships they faced while 
fleeing, others have found the 
journey far more difficult. 
“Some have lost family members 
in war or civil unrest, faced 
harassment and torture and 
suffered from poor medical care 
before arriving in Australia.
“The District has a very important 
role in caring for refugees through 
a variety of mainstream and 
specialised services including 
hospital services, community 
and allied health, dental and 
interpreting services. It also hosts 
the NSW Refugee Health Service,” 
said Dr Smith. 
Resident Medical Officer and 
former refugee Sarah Afram 
(pictured) spoke about her own 
experiences. She arrived in 
Australia in May 2016 after fleeing 
religious persecution in Iraq at 
the hands of ISIS. Since arriving 
in Australia the young doctor has 
re-sat some of her medical exams 
so she can continue her career in 
her new country. “Sometimes it 
takes a little while for people to 
engage with their new culture and 
community, but we all have the potential to be good members of our community and we all 
want to pay back the Australian community for what they have given us,” she said.

Celebrating Refugee Week
HealtheNet provides clinicians 
with immediate access to up-
to-date, aggregated summary 
information about a patient’s 
recent health history from across 
all Local Health Districts, as well 
as access to My Health Record. By 
the end of 2018, every Australian 
will have a My Health Record. 
There will be a three month opt 
out period from 16 July – 15 
October 2018 where individuals 
can inform the Government if 
they’d like to opt out. By mid-
November, all Australians who 
didn’t opt-out will be issued a 
record. For training resources and 
latest news visit bit.ly/2klK4bQ 
(you need to use your email and 
staff link password), for general 
enquiries and to request training/
education support contact: 
healthenet@health.nsw.gov.au

My Health Record                                        
and HealthNet


