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Minister for Mental Health and Minister for Ageing Tanya Davies 
was joined by the Member for Holsworthy Melanie Gibbons 
to announce a state wide $2.4 million funding boost for Older 
Persons Mental Health (OPMH) services at Liverpool Hospital. 
District Director Mental Health Services Dr Clare Jones said  that 
like people of any age, older people can experience mental 
illness - as well as recover with the right treatment and supports.  
“This funding means older people living with mental illness and 
their families will receive improved care locally, better access 
to services and importantly more specialist assessment.” The 
funding boost will enable the recruitment of 15 new full time 
mental health clinicians across the state, including one in South 
Western Sydney Local Health District. 

Mental health boost

A new cutting-edge cancer research facility has opened at 
Liverpool Hospital, providing a permanent space to conduct 
phase 1 clinical trials and ensuring the hospital’s place as an 
important centre for cancer research.
Head of the unit Professor Paul de Souza said it was a very 
exciting development for the Hospital’s involvement in cancer 
research.
“We have been conducting Phase 1 trials here since 2013, but 
this is the first time we will have a dedicated space for the 
convenience and comfort of staff and patients alike,” he 
said.
“The unit will assist us in attracting more trials such as 
Associate Professor Kieran Scott’s ground-breaking new 
prostate cancer drug as well as allowing us to perform 
more of the laboratory work in-house.”
Associate Professor Kieran Scott will test a compound 
known as c2 that he has been researching for the past 
15 years. What originally started as a possible arthritis 
medication now has the potential to be a life-saving 
prostate cancer treatment.
“Having a unit like the one now opened in Liverpool 
Hospital means we can quickly evaluate the efficacy of the 
compound in a relatively small trial and then determine 
whether it should go on to bigger trials,” he said.
Professor de Souza also said the unit will focus on testing 
therapeutic studies in advanced cancer patients along with 

other biomarker or genomic studies.
“The patients who will be treated here have generally failed 
other cancer treatments available, so we will be able to offer 
them treatments that are not yet available outside of a research 
setting,” he said.
Services will include drug treatments, blood sampling, blood 
processing, monitoring, education and patient review.

Cutting edge cancer research unit
Leading care, healthier communities

Prof Paul de Souza, A/Prof Kieran Scott, Holsworthy MP Melanie Gibbons, 
Liverpool Hospital General Manager Robynne Cooke, Prof Les Bokey and Prof 
Annemarie Hennessy Dean WSU School of Medicine.

Director Older People’s Mental Health, Ministry of Health Kate 
Jackson, Minister for Mental Health Tanya Davies, Holsworthy MP 
Melanie Gibbons and SWSLHD Director of Mental Health Services Dr 
Claire Jones.



2  |  South Western Sydney Local Health District 

January 2018

Message from the Chair

Amanda Larkin, Chief Executive

As we look forward to the New Year, it 
provides us with an opportunity to reflect 
on how much we have all achieved in 
2017. It was a busy year, but the level of 
dedication and commitment to deliver 
the very best care to our patients was 

outstanding.

The holiday season provided a well-
deserved break for many staff and to those 
who worked through the Christmas period 
I would like extend my appreciation for 
your hard work. There was a real festive 
spirit across all our facilities and services, 
with Christmas decorations going up, Santa 
visiting children wards and presents and 
cards being handed out. I enjoy the end of 
each year as it provides a time to stop and 
look back, and with the new year around 
the corner, a fresh, new start to look 
forward to. 

The year ahead brings a focus on positively 
changing our patient and staff experience 
through Transforming Your Experience, and 
we are planning to ramp up and expand 
existing activities. The much anticipated 

Bowral & District Hospital Redevelopment 
will kick start with ground works starting 
in January. It will be a very exciting year for 
Campbelltown Hospital, with community 
consultation and planning for the new 
stage 2 redevelopment being a key focus of 
the year. 

Fairfield Hospital Emergency Department 
(ED) is also getting a refresh with the ED 
redevelopment underway - opening in 
stages throughout the year. This year we 
will also continue to seek funding support 
for Liverpool Hospital to ensure we meet 
the needs of our growing population.  

These are just some of the key highlights 
for the year ahead and I look forward 
to working with you all and hearing 
about your achievements and successes 
throughout 2018. 

The District is empowering patients and their carers to take an 
active role in their care planning and safety through the use of 
My Passport of Care and Simple Steps to Keeping Yourself Safe in 
Hospital booklets. 
These patient-owned resources are used together with the patient 
care boards and are referred to during clinical handover and 
multidisciplinary rounding. 
Follow up phone calls are also being initiated for patients to support 
their transfer of care back to the community and home. These 
initiatives form the Transfer of Care Project, one of the seven safety 
essentials of the District’s Transforming Your Experience strategy.
For more information call the Project Manager for Transfer of care 
87386940 or 0459877279 or head to the Nursing and Midwifery 
website page http://swslhd-intranet.sswahs.nsw.gov.au/swslhd/
nursing/whatsnew.html.

Campbelltown Hospital’s Director of Anaesthetics Dr 
Josephine Tan wears her name and position on her surgical 
cap to ensure surgical staff know who she is at a glance – 
taking inspiration from a fellow Sydney colleague to make a 
small change that has already had a big impact.
Dr Tan said that while surgical masks and caps may be 
excellent helping to maintain a hygienic environment, they 
can also make it difficult to know who someone is at a 
glance.
“Having names and positions on staff members’ surgical 
caps could save valuable seconds in the operating theatre 
by making sure everyone communicates as clearly and as 
effectively as possible.”
Many of the staff who work with Dr Tan have 
enthusiastically embraced the initiative, with Fairfield 
Hospital beginning to roll out the initiative to their surgical 
staff.

Head smart  

Patients taking control of 
their care 
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Santa Claus and his elves made a special visit to the  Liverpool 
Hospital paediatrics and emergency departments with his 
friends from the Wests Tigers. Santa and Wests Tigers players 
Jacob Liddle, Esan Marsters, David Nofoaluma and Sam McIntyre 
delivered presents to the excited children. A big thank you to 
Wests Tigers, Sydney Motorway Corporation and Westfield for 
their generous donations of gifts and time. 
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Patients, 
visitors, 
families and 
health staff 
attended the 
International 
Day of People 
with Disability 
event held at 
Bankstown-
Lidcombe 
Hospital. 
The day 
highlighted 
the many 
contributions 
people with disability make to our community and also provided 
information about the range of services provided to people with 
disabilities and their carers.
On the day guests heard from a number of inspirational speakers 
who shared their stories, there was a presentation of the priorities 
for the District’s Disability and Carers Strategy and the Top 5 program 
was also relaunched.
Katrina Elias, Carers’ Program Coordinator said that getting involved 
in celebrations for this United Nations sanctioned day was a chance 
to challenge myths, improve awareness and take positive action to 
change inclusion and accessibility for people with a disability. 

A huge thank you to the local Priceline Pharmacy in Liverpool 
for their generous donation of Christmas presents. Staff from 
the pharmacy visited the Palliative Care ward at Liverpool 
Hospital to spread some Christmas cheer and hand out gifts to 
all the patients. Thank you!

Community  Corner

International  
Day of Disability

History, health & 
hospitals book launch 
A book on the history of health in the Macarthur area was 
launched at Campbelltown Hospital on 5 December to 
commemorate the end of Campbelltown Hospital’s 40th 
anniversary celebrations.
Written by the Library Manager Jacqueline Smith, this walk 
through the history of Macarthur’s health facilities looks at 
118 years of local health services. It tells the story of the 
12 beds of Edithville, the first Cottage Hospital in Camden, 
right through to the 400-plus beds now provided by the 
growing Campbelltown Hospital.
The book may be purchased from the Macarthur Clinical 
Library for $20.



Christmas      joy..........
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Congratulations Craig Smith
Craig Smith was awarded the UNSW 
Medicine Dean’s Award for Excellence in 
Professional Service. 
Craig has been at Liverpool Hospital since 
2002 and with the School of Medicine as 
an adjunct since 2005 and was awarded in 
recognition of the significant contribution 
he has made to the development of 
the teaching, clinical skills and research 
infrastructure in south western Sydney. 
Well done on an outstanding achievement.  

Tobacco Enforcement Unit
The District has stepped up enforcement 
of smoking laws as part of a new pilot 
program to protect the community.
Inspectors from the Ministry of Health’s 
Tobacco Enforcement Unit are visiting local 
hospitals to remind people about laws 
prohibiting smoking in health facilities and 
within four metres of an entrance or exit.
They are authorised to give verbal warnings  
and reminders and to issue fines of $300.

World AIDS Day
The importance of regular HIV testing for 
those at risk of contracting the disease was 
highlighted 1 December - World AIDS Day.
SWSLHD HIV and Related Programs 
Manager Megan Brooks said there were 
a variety of high-quality, safe HIV testing 
options now available, including dried 
blood spot (DBS) self-testing.
For more on HIV testing and living with HIV 
visit www.health.nsw.gov.au/hiv-test. 

Transforming Your Experience 
was launched over 6 months 
ago and has already made 
significant progress towards 
how patients, consumers, staff 
and communities experience 
our organisation and its 
services. 
A team of transformers has 
been established to work with 
executive, managers, leaders 
and staff to help teams 
implement the core elements 
of the strategy . Executive 
Leader Rounding was also 
introduced to help two-way 
communication between staff 
and executives. 
Next year there are big plans 
to expand existing activities 
and implement them across 
all levels of the organisation, 
from corporate areas to ward 
level. 
For more information, visit the 
Transforming Your Experience 
intranet site http://swslhd-
intranet.sswahs.nsw.gov.au/
SWSLHD/tye/default.html


