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A special space has been created at 
Campbelltown Hospital to help Aboriginal 
mothers feel more comfortable and 
relaxed when giving birth.
The culturally inspired birthing room 
features wall hangings and a series of 
paintings by Aboriginal Elder Aunty  
Jenny Shillingsworth.
SWSLHD Director of Aboriginal Health 
Nathan Jones said the idea for the birthing 
room was suggested by the Bulla Bulla 

Mums and Bubs program, which runs at 
Tharawal Aboriginal Corporation.
“Hospital staff, in consultation with the 
community, designed the new birthing 
room to provide Aboriginal families with 
a comfortable, culturally safe space which 
enhances their birthing experience,” Mr 
Jones said.
“On arrival at the birthing unit, Aboriginal 
families can let staff know if they’d like to 
use the culturally designed room,” he said.

Mr Jones said he hoped the room would 
encourage Aboriginal women, or women 
with Aboriginal babies to identify as 
Aboriginal to midwives.
“We understand that some Aboriginal 
patients might be uncomfortable 
accessing hospital services because of 
past experiences. But we are committed 
to closing the health gap for Aboriginal 
people - starting from birth.”

Pinnacle of clinical school reached
A major milestone was marked on top 
of the new $21 million Western Sydney 
University Macarthur Clinical School at 
Campbelltown Hospital.
Health Minister Jillian Skinner and local 
MPs Chris Patterson and Jai Rowell visited 
the site for a topping out ceremony, 
a construction tradition which marks 
completion of the highest point in a 
concrete structure, by planting a tree. 
“I’m very pleased to see construction is 
on track and I look forward to welcoming 
the first cohort of students who begin 

their training here in the new year,” Mrs 
Skinner said. 
The Macarthur Clinical School will be 
an advanced clinical training centre 
providing students and researchers with 
specialist teaching and simulated learning 
spaces.
The Clinical School will include a lecture 
theatre, clinical skills teaching facility, 
simulation laboratory, clinical trial rooms, 
library and office space for clinical  
academic teams.

Special space provides comfort

Aunty Jenny Shillingsworth created specially designed artworks for  
Campbelltown Hospital’s new culturally inspired birthing room.
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Message from the Chief Executive

Congratulations to six SWSLHD staff members graduated from 
the NSW Agency for Clinical Innovation’s Centre for Healthcare 
Redesign Diploma Program in December.
SWSLHD staff members were recognised at the recent graduation 
ceremony for their innovative projects to enhance patient care: 
Feeling Safe in the ED and PAC & GO - Pre- Admission Clinic 
Redesign.

Amanda Larkin, Chief Executive 

in focusInnovation

Students from Campbelltown Performing Arts High School 
were commissioned by Beautiful Minds to create a magical 
mural in the courtyard of our Birunji Youth Mental Health Unit. 
The students involved drew on their artistic skills to create an 
image which brightens up the space for consumers and their 
loved ones.

Arting around Birunji

As we look forward to the New Year, it 
provides us with an opportunity to reflect 
on how much we have all achieved in 2016. 
It was a year that threw many challenges 
our way but with every challenge we faced, 
we learnt something new and it’s those 
experiences that have driven us to deliver 
even better health care to our patients. 

The District couldn’t run without the 
support of our hard-working and dedicated 
staff and volunteers who continually make 
a positive difference to thousands of 
people who visit our hospitals and services. 
I want to personally say thank you to each 
and every one of you for the work you do.

The holiday season provided a well-
deserved break for many of our staff and to 
those who worked through the Christmas 
period. I would like extend my appreciation 
for your commitment in providing high-
quality and safe care to our patients over 
the holiday season. 

Over the past year, I have seen great 
accomplishments and improvements in 
service delivery to patient care. From 
innovative procedures which have reduced 

patient recovery time, to our volunteers 
who’ve helped our patients find their way 
around the hospital, and food services 
staff who ensure the timely delivery of 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Everything we do forms a crucial and 
important part of a patient’s experience 
with us. 

The year ahead brings a focus on 
innovation and advancements in patient 
centred care and I look forward to working 
with our partners, the local community 
and staff to deliver excellence in health 
care.
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for success

We offer our deepest condolences to the family and friends of 
Fred Borg who passed away last month. Fred’s dedication to the 
local community through his fundraising efforts has supported 
thousands of patients at the Macarthur Cancer Therapy Centre, 
Campbelltown Hospital’s Oncology Ward and Paediatric 
Ambulatory Care Unit, as well as the Palliative Care Unit and 
associated outreach services at Camden Hospital. 
Fred touched the lives of so many people in the Macarthur 
area and he leaves behind a legacy and spirit that will be 
remembered in the community for years to come. 
Fred’s vibrant presence will be deeply missed by both staff 
and patients and we will always be grateful for his support and 
dedication to helping others.
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The Wollondilly Health Alliance (WHA), a project run in partnership 
with the SWSLHD and Wollondilly Shire Council, has been 
showcased on the world stage.
Paige Brown, WHA Project Manager, recently presented alongside 
Ally Dench from Wollondilly Shire Council and won an award at the 
World Congress of Integrated Care for a paper on Improving access 
to services and information for hard to reach populations. The 
paper focused on the Dilly Wanderer – a mobile mini bus used as a 
community engagement and information service. 

A new program which launched at Campbelltown Hospital is 
ensuring patients are PRIMED and ready to go before they 
leave hospital. 
This includes preparing patients, making relatives aware, 
confirming medications are in the bag, organising an escort 
if needed as well as making sure that all their discharge and 
follow up documentation is complete.

Primed Painting the town

In a fast paced world, one program is encouraging parents to 
take the time to read and interact with their children to help 
boost their early literacy skills. 
Paint the Town REaD is a community partnership which 
involves distributing red crates full of donated books to health 
facilities, for children and parents to enjoy. To donate books or 
have a REaD book box delivered to your service contact: 
Julie-Anne Murphy on 9616 4229.

Our Consumer and 
Community Participation 
(CCP) Unit wrapped up a 
huge year with their annual 
Christmas celebration, 
where the winner of the 
Harry Collins Award for 
Excellence in Participation 
was announced.
Congratulations to Linda 
Smith from the Fairfield 
CCP Network for her 
consistency and dedication 
in improving patient safety 
and quality activities. 
Linda is highly skilled at 
translating complex data and troubleshooting reports for the local 
network which generate plenty of interest and discussion.

CCP Unit Manager Lynda Johnston 
congratulated Linda Smith on her award.

Fred Borg (far left) was instrumental in the donation of two hair loss 
prevention systems at Macarthur Cancer Therapy Centre in 2016.

Community Corner
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A new surgery being performed at 
Bankstown Hospital is giving patients back 
their freedom.
Dianne Hummel was one of the first 
patients to undergo the surgery which 
saw her receive a pelvic pacemaker 
that relieves the suffering of faecal 
incontinence.
The implant transmits electrical impulses 
to a lead wire close to the sacral nerves 
controlling the pelvic floor. 
“Until recently, my life revolved around 
wondering where the closest toilet was, 
just in case I had to go,” Mrs Hummel 
said. 
“It is important to know that help is 
available and treatments can cure, 
improve or manage symptoms. I’m 
definitely more confident now thanks to 
Dr Turner and the team and can leave my 
home comfortably,” she said.

 
Bankstown Hospital Colorectal Surgeon 
Dr Catherine Turner who performed the 
procedure said the appropriate nerves 
are identified using a test needle and 
temporary lead wire. 
“I am glad we can offer this treatment 

at Bankstown Hospital, for the first 
time in south western Sydney. Faecal 
incontinence is a big problem, but very 
rarely discussed,” she said.

Giving the gift of confidence

Dr Catherine Turner  and patient Dianne Hummel.

Cherry Bridge brings the cheer 
Christmas arrived early at Fairfield Hospital 
thanks to Cherry Bridge Station, an early 
learning and childcare centre. Families at 
the centre donated two trolleys full of toys, 
which were handed out to patients.

Hitting the high notes
Musicians from the Bankstown City Brass 
Band spread cheer by playing along to 
holiday hits like Jingle Bells and Rudolph. 
The band also made a generous $1000 
donation to the paediatric ward.

Tigers drop by 
Young patients at Liverpool Hospital 
recieved a surprise visit from NRL West 
Tigers players, who brought along a 
rucksack full of toys with them. Santa also 
paid a visit courtesy of Westfield Liverpool.

Driving happiness
This year it was the jolly ladies in red who 
delivered gifts to the children in Bowral & 
District Hospital’s paediatric ward when 
Service NSW held a toy drive at their 
Mittagong branch. 

Deck the wards
Staff at Campbelltown Hospital kicked 
off the silly season by decking the halls 
for a ward decoration competition. 
Campbelltown festivities also included 
Christmas carols in the foyer.

Evangelical visit
Camden Hospital enjoyed a visit from local 
nuns, the Evangelical Sisters of Mary. 
The sisters went carollng from ward to 
ward, visiting patients and sharing the 
Christmas spirit.


