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A $20 million partnership which SWSLHD 
has been instrumental in establishing, 
was launched by NSW Minister for Health 
and Medical Research Brad Hazzard. 
The Sydney Partnership for Health, 
Education, Research and Enterprise 
(SPHERE) aims to accelerate the adoption 
of potentially lifesaving research in 
medicine and science. It brings together a 
partnership of 14 organisations including 
the state’s biggest universities, medical 
institutes and government agencies to 
develop new and innovative ways to 
deliver better healthcare for communities 
in NSW.
The partnership has already identified 

a range of state and national 
health challenges that it 
intends to prioritise, including 
cancer treatment, mental 
health, diabetes and childhood 
illnesses. Professor Ian Jacobs, 
President and Vice-Chancellor 
of UNSW said while similar 
partnerships in Australia have 
tended to focus on research   
and science, SPHERE is focused 
on translating research and 
science into real outcomes for patients 
and their communities. 
“It currently takes 17 years on average 
to commute positive research and 

laboratory findings into actual practices 
that will benefit patients. One of the key 
goals of the  partnership is to accelerate 
the path of promising and potentially 
lifesaving research into clinical practice,” 
he said. 

Pledge to help Close the Gap
During Close the Gap celebrations 
last month the District pledged an 
additional $1.2m to the Integrated 
Team Care (ITC) Program as part of its 
ongoing commitment to closing the 
gap. The Program improves access to 
chronic disease services for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people and 
provides culturally appropriate primary 
care services to further enhance the 
well established Aboriginal Chronic Care 
Program. 
Director of Aboriginal Health Nathan 
Jones said the funding boost has enabled 
the department to hire additional staff 
to ensure they can continue to identify 
and share best practice in meeting the 
needs of Aboriginal people with chronic 
diseases. 
The ITC Program has been delivered 
across the District since 2011 by 
South Western Sydney Primary Health 
Network, which will now support the 
SWSLHD Aboriginal Chronic Care team 
to continue improving services for 
Aboriginal families and communities.

SPHERE driving medical research into reality 
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Message from the Chair

The District’s electronic medical records are being enhanced with additional functionality. eMR2 was 
implemented at Bankstown late last year and will be coming to Liverpool in November 2017 followed 
by Campbelltown, Camden, Fairfield and Bowral Hospitals by June 2018. Training for all staff will take 
place in the lead up to going live. The project is always looking for enthusiastic staff who have an 
interest in advancing our electronic systems in SWSLHD and there will be opportunities to be a super-
user for your area. If you would like to be involved, contact Sally Walker, eMR2 Change Manager: 
sally.walker@sswahs.nsw.gov.au.

Prof Phil Harris, Board Chairman
I was fortunate to be part of the launch of 
a revolutionary new collaboration, which 
I believe will change health research and 
delivery as we know it.

The Sydney Partnership for Health, 
Education, Research, and Enterprise, also 
known as the SPHERE, was launched by the 

Minister for Health at Parliament House.

It brings together partner organisations 
including Local Health Districts, 
universities, and research institutes to 
combine the very best academic, clinical 
and industry expertise to work together 
to tackle the challenges facing the health 
economy. As a significant contributor, 
South Western Sydney Local Health District 
(SWSLHD) has been a driving force behind 
its success so far.

Both Professor Les Bokey and Professor 
Josephine Chow have been an integral part 
of the formation of the SPHERE, taking up 
the respective roles of Interim Director and 
Executive Director.

The District is already home to a number 
of Clinical Academic Units which deliver 
cutting-edge health research. Through 

the SPHERE, we will continue to grow our 
Academic Unit program and strengthen 
our ties with these important partners. 

As our teams continue to run clinical trials, 
initiate research and revolutionise health 
outcomes, the SPHERE will integrate best 
practice research, top quality education 
and professional practices across all 
partner organisations to improve health 
outcomes, generate efficiencies and deliver 
better healthcare. 

SPHERE was gifted an Indigenous name 
“Maridulu Budyari Gumal” which means 
“working together to promote better 
health and wellbeing” in the language 
of the Dharug people in recognition of 
SPHERE’s importance to Aboriginal health 
in NSW. For more information about the 
project visit www.thesphere.com.au.

eMR2 is 
coming

Kidney health week
Social Work and Renal Dialysis staff at Fairfield Hospital got the word out 
about kidney health During Kidney Health Week.
Staff held an information stall which included education resources from 
Kidney Health Australia on all aspects of kidney health and living with 
kidney disease. Visitors were treated to blood pressure checks, a visit 
from Billy the Kidney and other fun interactive activities. An afternoon 
tea was also held for renal patients, their families and carers in the 
Renal Dialysis Unit. 
The Fairfield Renal Dialysis Unit was officially opened in 2008, and now 
has over 70 renal patients attending haemodialysis throughout the 
week. 
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International Women’s Day
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Women from across the District came 
together to mark International Women’s 
Day at a celebration at Liverpool Hospital. 
SWSLHD Chief Executive Amanda Larkin, 
Liverpool Hospital trauma surgeon Dr 
Valerie Malka, former Western Sydney 
Wanderers player Catherine Cannuli and 
Liverpool Hospital’s General Manager 
Robynne Cooke all spoke about their 
experiences and the contributions women 
make to our community. 
With more than 19 years medical 
experience, Dr Malka has had many 
achievements in medicine and surgery, 
and broken down barriers for women in 
the process.
Dr Malka supported the Red Cross in 2004 
when the tsunami first struck the coasts of 
Aceh, was in Indonesia providing medical 
services after a powerful earthquake 
struck Java in 2006 and manages anything 
from car crash victims and falls from 

buildings to stabbings and gunshot 
wounds on a day to day basis. 
Dr Malka said working as a trauma doctor 
could be an exciting career choice, but 
advised those wanting to follow in her 
footsteps to choose carefully. 
“You must literally be in love with your job 
or it’s not possible to do this at this level. 
It’s a hard road, the training, the sacrifices, 
the hours, the responsibilities, it’s not for 
everyone and it’s certainly not for every 
woman.”
Despite the pressure and stress, Dr Malka 
said her experiences have opened a lot of 
doors and great opportunities including 
public speaking and freelance writing. 
“I have worked with some amazing people 
and I am constantly inspired by the 
determination, ingenuity, commitment 
and resourcefulness of the people with 
whom I’ve worked,” she said. 

Community  
   Corner

The Maternity Unit at Bowral & District Hospital has two 
new fetal monitoring systems thanks to the Wheels for Life 
program. Wakeling Motor Group donate $25 from every 
new or used car sold to go towards the purchase of new 
equipment for Bowral & District Hospital. The program is an 
amazing initiative and we are very grateful to Wakeling Motor 
Group for their continued support.

Thank you to the year 12 students from Cabramatta High 
School who raised funds through a garage sale to donate three 
thermometers to the paediatric ward at Fairfield Hospital and a 
stack of presents for children over Christmas. Your acts of kindness 
are appreciated by patients and staff as well!

2017
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More than 130 registered nurses and midwives have begun their careers across SWSLHD as part 
of the 2017 Transition to Practice Program. 
SWSLHD Director of Nursing Sonia Marshall congratulated the new graduates and said the new 
nursing positions will primarily be in chronic care, mental health, medical and surgical wards. 
“The graduates will face an exhilarating year ahead as they navigate their way into new roles 
and put everything they’ve learned into practice,” she said. 
“I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome all new nurses and midwives to the District and 
thank them for the roles they will play in caring for our patients’ health and well-being on a 
daily basis. They are learning from the best and are in very capable hands,” she said.

HETI online name change
The Health Education and Training Institute 
e-learning system (HETI online) has 
changed its name to My Health Learning. 
Existing links from documents, web pages 
and bookmarked links will continue to 
work and the new name will appear on 
training materials and in communications. 
For more information visit the CEWD 
website www.swslhd.nsw.gov.au/cewd

Fairfield Harmony Day
Staff, students and the community 
came together to celebrate diversity 
and inclusion in Fairfield. Parents of 
Prairiewood High School students and 
the Cambodian Women’s Group came to 
Fairfield Hospital and prepared delicious 
authentic Middle Eastern and Cambodian 
food for patients and hospital staff to 
enjoy.

Bowral grad program
Bowral & District Hospital is pleased to 
be part of the innovative HarbisonCare 
Nursing Graduate Program. 
The program has laid a successful 
foundation for ongoing advancements in 
aged care and addresses the increasing 
need for specialised nursing care required 
by the aging population in the Southern 
Highlands. Congratulations to the 
graduates and all involved in the program.

The best and brightest minds 
in maternity came together 
for the SWSLHD Innovations 
in Maternity Care conference 
at Liverpool.

Thought provoking topics 
were covered throughout 
the day including advocating 
for women’s rights, sudden 
unexpected early neonatal 
death, sleep apnoea 
and hypertension during 
pregnancy and much more.

For more information, visit: 
http://bit.ly/2mjbdQ6

Innovations 
in maternity 
care explored

Register now
With less than two months until the Health Beyond Research and 
Innovation Showcase, it is shaping up to be the premier event for 
South Western Sydney Local Health District and Ingham Institute for 
Applied Medical Research. The event will be held at Campbelltown 
Catholic Club on 7 and 8 June 2017. Registration and abstract submission is now 
available via the website at www.healthbeyondshowcase.org.au. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to be part of the District’s premier research event for 2017!

Dr Terry Flynn

New graduates in capable hands


