
November 2016

 South Western Sydney Local Health District                                

Leading care, healthier communities

District news

To submit a story contact the 
Media Unit on 8738 6848 or 
swsmedia@sswahs.nsw.gov.au

The most innovative minds across 
south west Sydney converged on 
Liverpool for the SWSLHD and Ingham 
Institute’s Health Beyond Research and 
Innovation Showcase recently. 
Almost 600 people attended to hear 
from world class researchers including 
International keynote speaker Prof 
Philip Darbyshire and direct from the 
US Professor Stephen Pandol and A/
Professor Lisa Brenner, who presented 
on pancreatic cancer and suicide 
prevention among veterans with brain 
injury.
The showcase, now in it’s eleventh 
year, has gone from strength to 
strength with this year by far the 
biggest. 
New additions to the program 
included Rush Hour speed networking, 
TED Talks, an Open Space Technology 
session, an innovation room, interactive 
technology stalls and School Science   
Week presentations.
Original favourites remained with the 
popular closing debate proving ‘like 
good wine, our staff get better with age.’        

The Three-Minute Thesis competition 
was hotly contested, resulting in a tie 
between Mark Buhagiar (rehabilitation 
following total knee arthroplasty) and Kam 
Chun (Terry) Ho (Eye Care. Who Cares? 
iCare). 
Prof Darbyshire encouraged researchers to 
‘get out there’ and self-promote, making 
for an interesting showcase next year!

Sensational showcase success 

NSW Premier’s Awards for Public Service
Congratulations to Bankstown-
Lidcombe Hospital Pharmacy 
Director Lucy Nair, who received 
the Anthea Kerr Award for 
Individual Excellence at the NSW 
Premier Awards. Also to Liverpool 
Hospital who received an 
Improving Service Levels in 
Hospitals award. The District was 
also part of a third award for 
driving public sector diversity for 
implementation of Respecting the 
Difference. Well done to all the 
winners!

2017 Health Beyond 
Research & Innovation 

Showcase
When: 7 and 8 June 2017

Where: Campbelltown Catholic Club
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Message from the CE

A fire in a hospital ward and the collapse of a roof at a 21st 
birthday party were the two simulated mass casualty scenarios 
that saw doctors from Bankstown-Lidcombe Hospital join 
paramedics, nurses and medical students to help train 136 
Bachelor of Nursing students from the University of Sydney.
Students were completely immersed in the experience, 
performing the role of nurse on the day, and also experiencing 
what it was like to be a casualty. 
Some of the many symptoms students had to treat included 
seizures, burns, smoke inhalation, traumatic head injuries, and 
fractured bones. 

Amanda Larkin, Chief Executive 

Students in SIM  emergency 

As part of Mental Health Month, the District held a Paint Your 
Path art competition. Congratulations to Marianna Ioannou on 
taking out the top prize. Marianna’s artwork Barefoot Forward 
will be showcased on BioPak coffee cups nation-wide. 
Marianna’s sketch of abandoned old boots and a barefoot figure 
was her personal interpretation of the competition’s theme – 
‘Learn & Grow’. She was inspired by a difficult time in her life 
where she turned to art for a release. 
“My work represents leaving old comforts behind while moving 
forward into the unknown with a renewed sense of freedom,” 
explained Marianna. The competition was open to local 
residents with a current, past history of mental illness or a loved 
one living with mental illness. Congratulations to all the artists.

Biopak cup art winner 

Innovative programs and research being 
undertaken across the District were firmly 
in the spotlight last month with almost 
600 people attending the Health Beyond 
Research and Innovation Showcase.
I am really proud of the event which 
included TED talks, a debate, speed 
networking and international speakers.
School children from across south western 
Sydney also presented at the event. 

I was particularly inspired by a 
presentation from Curran Public School 
who have designed, made and distributed 
educational ‘care packages’ to parents of 
children starting Kindergarten. 
Through these packages students aim to 
equip parents with the skills and resources 
to help support their child’s early learning. 
These students are our future researchers 
and it was our pleasure to highlight their 
great work at our event.
Earlier this year, the Public Service 
Commission conducted the People Matter 
employee survey. 
A quarter of the District’s staff completed 
the survey, providing us with important 
information on communication, values, 
diversity and inclusion and senior 
managers. Results have now been 
released and are available on the intranet 
homepage. The District scored a 61 per 

cent engagement index, consistent with 
the NSW Health rate, and 61 per cent 
culture index, higher than the NSW Health 
average (57 per cent). 
A sincere thank you to all staff who 
participated in the survey. It is always 
encouraging to receive constructive 
feedback and we look forward to using 
these results to implement strategies for 
positive change within our District.
The results allow for improvement 
strategies to be evidence based, and for 
the District to recognise and celebrate our 
successes. Improvement strategies will tie 
in with our ongoing YourSay strategies and 
form part of Transforming Your Experience.
Finally, it is fantastic to see so many of our 
staff being acknowledged with awards and 
nominations at the NSW Premier’s Awards, 
ACHS Awards and NSW Health Awards. 
Congratulations to all the finalists and 
winners.
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10th annual CCP conference

A special thank you to Jim Wardle, along with the Austral 
Bowling Club, who raised more than $3,500 for Liverpool 
Hospital’s Brain Tumour Education and Support Group.
The group provides resources and information sessions with 
health professionals and includes sessions with art therapists 
and counsellors.
Mr Wardle said he was motivated to host a day on the green to 
raise funds for the group which supports patients like his wife 
through changes in their life.
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A huge thank you to everyone involved in the Macarthur Ladies 
Night Out fundraiser which raised a massive $50,000 for the 
Macarthur Cancer Therapy Centre’s wig library. Money will go 
toward supporting cancer patients who have lost their hair during 
treatment.

Community  
                    Corner

Thank you to everyone who 
supported Waratah Day 
last month. Campbelltown 
Hospital’s foyer was 
transformed into an oasis of 
blooming Waratahs to raise 
awareness for mental Health 
month. 
Waratah Day is an initiative of 
Beautiful Minds and supports 
mental health recovery in 
Macarthur. 

The 10th annual Consumer and Community Participation 
conference was held last month at The Warwick with a fantastic 
turn out, bringing together health consumers, carers, advocates, 
general community members & health staff from across the 
District.

The aim of the day was to improve attendee’s health literacy 
and understanding of the importance and role that health 

consumers and carers play in working with the health service in 
a fun and interactive way.
Participants actively participated in discussions, hearing ideas, 
sharing thoughts and suggestions, and working on areas we can 
turn to action. The day also saw the launch of an Arabic organ 
donation DVD, featuring organ recipients and leaders from 
different religious faiths.
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Changing Minds again
Changing Minds: The Inside Story has been 
nominated for three Australian Academy 
of Cinema and Television Arts (AACTA) 
Awards including best documentary 
television program. The awards are the 
Australian screen industry’s “stamp 
of success”  and are the Australian 
equivalent of the Oscars and the BAFTAs. 
Congratulations to everyone involved in 
the series and goodluck!

New appointment 
Welcome to Dr Michael Kernohan who has 
been appointed the new Clinical Director 
for Surgical Specialties. Dr Kernohan 
has extensive experience in plastic and 
reconstructive surgery, with a subfocus 
on head and neck cancer diagnosis and 
treatment and reconstrcution. Goodluck in 
the new role!

Feedback opportunity
The Centre for Genetics Education is giving 
health professionals the opportunity to 
provide feedback on genetic and genomic 
educational needs for allied health staff, 
midwives and nurses.  Participation will 
require a 30 minute interview which will 
help improve education, research and 
student life. For more contact Mona Saleh 
on 9462 9595 or  mona.saleh@health.nsw.
gov.au

Arts and health
Creative minds from across the District, 
Western Sydney University and Casula 
Powerhouse Arts Centre have partnered 
with Sydney artists to form the South 
Western Sydney Health and Arts Group.
The Group will develop a SWS Health and 
Arts Model to improve the health of the 
community by integrating art into the 
design and delivery of health services and 
public health messages.

Staff marked Workplace Giving 
(WPG) Day this year with a range 
of activities across the District 
including lunches, slushie drinks 
and special presentations. The 
WPG program sees over 2,300 staff 
members give an ongoing $1 a 
week donation to help the Barbara 
May Foundation establish maternal 
healthcare in Africa. $1 not only 
helps with the cost of running 
the maternity hospital, but also 
enables the Foundation to train 
local community members to be 
midwives and doctors, so that the 
hospital remains sustainable
beyond the support of volunteers. 
To sign up or for more information 
visit the District intranet page 

 GivingWorkplace                          Day

ACHS 
Bankstown-Lidcombe Hospital 
won the ACHS Clinical Excellence 
and Patient Safety Award for 
their ‘Doctors, Pharmacists, 
Nurses, Administrative staff, 
Patients and Carers – the new 
multidisciplinary team’ project 
aimed at empowering patients 
and their carers to contribute 
to their own medication 
management and safety.

Staff were recognised for their 
dedication to patient centred care at the 
annual NSW Health Awards.  Liverpool 
Hospital staff who implemented a 
SeedTracker for patients undergoing 
prostate stereotactic body radiotherapy 
were winners on the night, taking out the 
Bob Leece Transforming Health Award.
Finalists from across the District also 
included staff from Fairfield Hospital for 
their role in Equal Access for the CALD 
community, as well as District staff who 
were involved in Partners In Improved 
Developmental Outcomes. 
Chief Executive, Amanda Larkin 
congratulated the finalists on their 
delivery of continuous high quality care 
to patients and consumers.
“Both the finalists and winners have 
worked tirelessly in their areas and these 
awards are a well-deserved 
acknowledgement for their hard work,” 
Ms Larkin said.

NSW Health Awards

 winners


